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Joyous New Year from Pastor Joanie
And it seems like the new year is rushing ahead and Lent will be here before we know it. 
Shrove Tuesday – March 4th
Pancake Supper with Church Family as We Prepare for Lent
Ash Wednesday is March 5th
Royal Dalton Service at 1:30 pm
St Timothy Service at 4 pm
Mid-Week Services at 4 pm followed by Soup Supper
Dates: March 12th, March 19th, March 26th & April 2nd 
Our Wednesday Services will be 
“Exploring Parables of Jesus in Luke”
By the Rev. Roger E. Timm of ELCA
Rev. Timm focuses on the parables that only appear in Luke and the dramas are conversations between Luke and Thea – Luke’s patron
Palm Sunday is April 13th
Maundy Thursday is April 17th
Good Friday is April 18th
Easter Vigil is April 19th
Easter is April 20th
Sunrise Service – 6:45 am
Followed by Easter Breakfast
Traditional Service – 10 am
I hope, pray, and encourage all of you to mark your calendars and make time in your busy lives for these special services where we remember and celebrate the love of Christ for us and His sacrifice for all God’s children.

In Addition to Special Lenten Worship Opportunities – We Have 
Special Lenten Resources
This year I have bought new devotions – “Savior Servant Friend” Devotions for Lent by Rev. A. Trevor Sutton as well as a Lenten Bible Study by Pastor Sutton.
The Bible Study is six sessions that explore six attributes of our Savior: Forgiver, Healer, Listener, Encourager, Protector and Comforter. We have ten books for the class. Please contact Barbara Carson if you are interested in the class or if you have questions
Also – Something New for Grandparents
“Grandparents – Pray, Play and Proclaim – Simple Ways to Live and Share Your Faith”
I hope all of you grandparents and friends of grandparents will make use of this new resource as you grow in your relationship with grandchildren.

So many people talk about giving something up for Lent – however – I believe it changes us and allows us to make a difference in our homes, churches and communities when we elect to add something to our lives during Lent – more time with the Bible, time with study groups, special time with prayer and worship and best of all ---- more time with Jesus!  

Try More Jesus – He Changes Us!
God’s Peace!
Pastor Joanie

Benevolence for February - Together in Mission – Evangelical Outreach Projects – Synod
Florida-Bahamas Synod program to help during crisis in the synod and beyond, as well as helping with food and shelter issues.


2025 St. Timothy Church Council
Thank You Everyone Who Attended the Annual Meeting Sunday and Helped Us Take Care of the Budget and Election of a New Council Member - Marsha Gibson.

Our Congregational Council Officers Are:
President: Ron Roecker
Vice President: Barbara Johnson
Secretary: Jean Fowler
Treasurer: Lynn Dively
Cheryl VanHorn helps Lynn
Thank You for Serving Our Church!


THE  POWER  OF  PRAYER  IN  ACTION  AND  INSPIRATION
“STAR LIGHT,  STAR  BRIGHT”
By  Barbara  Carson

I walk my dog Willow every night at about 9pm and I am in an area that has no trees or lights around, so as I walk I always look up to the sky and see the amazing stars shining brightly overhead.  The day is done and looking up  I am drawn to the brightest star in the sky.  Maybe it is Jupiter or another planet, but it is shining  brightly.  I can’t help thinking that it is God looking down over his world.  It is a sign of peace and tranquility and creates a close bond for me with God. As  I remember the first line of a popular song, “star light, star bright, the  first star I see tonight, ” I think this  can  be God greeting  me into His  world.

We are starting a new year now and that always makes us think of what is to come.  So many  uncertainties.  But actually the only certain thing we have is that God and Jesus are with us always just as  the stars, sun  and moon are there  every day shining down on us.  Yes,  we do have many other things in  nature that we see that draw us to the unlimited beauty we have before each and every day.  I am always in awe of the nighttime sky, I guess because it is dark, and it looks like such a tapestry of twinkling stars shining down on ME,  giving me that closeness with God that we miss during the day.   

It also brings to mind the promise that God gives us the assurance  that He is with us always through everything that is thrown our way.  Just as we see the beautiful night sky overhead we know it is always there for us to see and feel God’s  presence.  He can give us that power to face the next day and beyond.  What a great time to reach out in prayer knowing that it is just me and Him in all his majesty.  

My favorite song is “Christ Be Our Light” and the first verse is : “Longing for light, we wait in darkness.  Longing for truth, we turn to you.  Make us your own, your holy people, light for the world to see.”   “Christ, be our light! Shine in our hearts, shine through the darkness.  Christ be our light.”

Prayer is the power that the Holy Spirit gives us to shine through the darkness.  So remember,  Star light, Star bright, first star I see tonight  maybe God filling you with his light.   Amen!
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Description automatically generated]We kicked off the Souper Bowl of Caring on January 12, 2025, and it will last until the Super Bowl is played on February 09, 2025.  We are collecting soup along with canned fruit and canned vegetables.  On February 9th, me, Randy, and whoever else wants to join us will tabulate the cans and come up with the winner.  We will compare our “score” to the actual score and see how well we predicted the winner.  All cans collected will then be brought to the Life Tree Church Food Pantry on Tuesday, February 11th, who is the real winner of this event.

Thanks so much
Barbara,  "The Coach"

WELCA Spring Tea 2025
Join us on Tuesday, February 18th at 12pm in the fellowship hall for the annual spring tea. This year’s theme is “Philippians 4:8.” There is a desserts sign-up sheet and an attendance sign-up sheet on the WELCA board. Please sign up by Sunday, February 16th. Don’t forget your fancy hats. 

Pinelands Conference – Spring Gathering
This year, Spring Gathering will be held on Saturday, March 8, 2025  at Rock of Ages Lutheran Church, 4957 E CR 462, Wildwood, FL 34785. Sign-in and breakfast begin at 8am. Sign-up sheet on the WELCA board.




AED /Medical response :
We have a poster that is behind the kiosk across from our AED in the narthex.   An emergency incident can happen at any time, and it is good to be prepared.  The poster explains a “hands only “ CPR protocol as the first line of an emergency of that kind and is very easy for anyone.  Please take a look  and refresh yourself on the protocol.  Our AED is valuable for saving lives but initiating CPR is essential.  We do have several people in our congregation that have more detailed experience to assist as needed.  For any questions, please ask Barbara Carson.
Instructional video on how to use the Philips AED.
https://youtu.be/t6GV9PAbgM4?si=dZuGq8aLjfvpFiM-

[image: See the source image]Mailboxes
It is not cheap to clean out your mailboxes and mail to you.  Unless you are in assisted living, hospital or nursing home - we will not mail to you anymore.  You will need to come at least monthly to check your box.   
Thank You!   
Pastor Joanie, PJ


[image: Image result for free reminder team clipart]Just a Reminder if You Happen to Be the Last One Out of the Building
If you happen to find yourself the last one leaving the building – please go by one of the Lock-Up Check Lists that are located throughout the building. These are put up to help us to remember to check all the doors, restrooms, and thermostats etc. Thank You for helping us keep our building secure and our power bills down.


[bookmark: _Hlk95981362][image: See the source image]MESSAGE FROM REGINA
The Vineyard Views is so much more fun to look at when there are photos. In the last months, I have only received photos from Randy and one or two others. Please, if you are at a church function, think about snapping a few photos for everyone to enjoy. Thank you, in advance.


DEADLINES
[bookmark: _Hlk49244957]Please be aware that if you have entries for the weekend worship bulletins/announcements you need to have them in on the Tuesday prior, as we are preparing and printing them no later than Thursday. If you have submissions for the March 2025 Vineyard Views, please have them in to the office no later than the end of day on Tuesday, February 25, 2025.


SERVING HANDS
Serving Hands is a program created to help members of our own congregation. Serving Hands is there for you if you need some help in the following areas: a meal brought to you, driving you to an appointment, a friendly visit, doing a household chore, communion brought to you, walking your dog, or picking up food for your pet, etc. These are one-time opportunities, not forever experiences. Please contact Carolyn Fialkowski at 814-392-4281, or Jean Fowler at 586-322-8337 if you need help. 
Please don’t hesitate to call. We want to serve you! Also, if you are willing to help with any of these services, there is a sign-up chart on the kiosk in the entrance way of the church or call one of these ladies.
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INFORMATION FROM THE FINANCE COMMITTEE
AND YOUR TREASURERS   
      Our church expenses are approximately $22,000.00 per month, so please prayerfully remember to bring or send in your offering. We are most grateful to all of you who support our programs through your offerings, time, talents and prayers.     
     The 2025 budget was approved at the Congregational Meeting on January 19th.  We appreciate and thank everyone who attended this very important annual event. 
     It’s never too late to complete and turn in your Giving Card and your Volunteer Sheet.  It helps all the Committees and Finance prepare for the year.  Stewardship packets are available in the Narthex or from Pastor Joanie.
      In the hope of getting ahead of our property, liability and flood insurance costs for this year, we would like to save toward those expenses. If possible, we would appreciate it if you could make an additional donation designated “Insurance” and include it with your regular offering. Thanks so much.


                                        









THRIVENT FINANCIAL NEWS FOR FEBRUARY 2025
$$$THRIVENT CHOICE DOLLARS®$$$
     Thanks so much to our Thrivent Financial members and friends who direct their Thrivent Choice Dollars® to available for activities and projects for our mission and ministry here at St. Timothy.  If you are an eligible Thrivent Financial member and have Choice Dollars® available, please call Thrivent (800-847-4836) and say “Thrivent Choice®” or go online to www.thrivent.com/thriventchoice and direct your dollars…hopefully to St. Timothy Lutheran Church in Crystal River.   In January our church received $174.00 through this program. 

Thanks to our St. Timothy friend who designated his dollars:
Richard W. Johnson
THRIVENT ACTION TEAMS
    It has been 10 years since Thrivent kicked off this program to enable Thrivent clients with membership to make a difference locally and globally. In the program’s first year Thrivent membership led about 25,000 Thrivent Action Teams. Over the past decade, interest and participation grew.  In 2023 a record of more than 157,000 Action Teams were held.  To date, Thrivent clients and membership have led more than 1.2 million projects, engaging more than 16 million volunteers and raising more than $1.9 billion to support causes. 
   THRI
     Thrivent Action Teams make it easy for you to bring people together to make a positive change in your community! When you see a need, apply to lead a volunteer team.  Once your idea is approved, a Thrivent Action Kit is delivered to your door. It’s packed with everything you need to help make your project a success. It even includes $250** in seed money to help get your project started. After you finish the project, you report the results on-line to Thrivent. This program is brought to you by Thrivent Financial because they believe that being wise with money and living generously go hand in hand. All your questions and requests for this funding program will be answered by going to Thrivent.com/actionteam.***Please note that Thrivent Financial funds accessed for all programs and activities involving St. Timothy Lutheran Church need to be approved by a Committee and the Congregational Council.  2025 Thrivent Action Teams that have been approved:  World’s Greatest Baby Shower.
THE $250 IN SEED MONEY IS A GIFT FROM THRIVENT THAT WE CAN USE TO HELP WITH COMMUNITY OUTREACH AND PROJECTS INVOLVING OUR CONGREGATION.  THESE FUNDS ARE IN ADDITION TO OUR BUDGETED AMOUNTS AND OFFERINGS AND DONATIONS MADE BY OUR MEMBERS AND FRIENDS. 


Financial Representatives for answering questions and offering advice on Thrivent investments and products are:
Katherine Gross in Gainesville, FL      Kevin Braunschweiger in Ocala, FL
352-505-8905		                                        352-440-6784
Katherine.gross@thrivent.com		  


Virtual Advice Team – 855-303-7402
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Citrus Blessings
Volunteers meet in the back building of the Chamber of Commerce, at 10am, on the first Wednesday of the month.  Any questions or if you are interested in participating, please contact Randy Holden.  The next blessings date will be March 5th, 2025.

Food Pantry 
The food pantry continues to operate on the 2nd and 4th week of every month from 9AM- noon.  We continue to inform the congregation as to the needs of the pantry via the weekly announcements. Thanks to all who contribute food.  You can also contribute monetarily by writing out a check made out to Life Tree Church with Food Pantry in the memo line or writing out a check to Barbara Johnson and putting food pantry in the memo line, and placing it in my mailbox, #210.  We will also accept cash donations.  Please put it in an envelope in my mailbox, #210 and put your name on it so we know who you are.  If you would like a receipt, please let me know.   We “kicked” off  the Souper Bowl of Caring on January 12, 2025 and it will last until the Super Bowl is played on February 9, 2025.  We are collecting soup along with canned fruit and canned vegetables.  On February 9, we will tabulate the cans and come up with the winner.  We will compare our “score” to the actual score and see how well we predicted the winner.  All cans collected will then be brought to the Life Tree Church Food Pantry on Tuesday, February 11, who is the real winner of this event.
On January 14, 2025 the food pantry saw a total of 67 families which consisted of 142 total people (133 adults and 8 children).  We had 4 new families consisting of 8 adults and 2 children.
  The year 2024 had 1,353 families come to the pantry consisting of 3,141 total people (2,906 adults and 235 children).  We saw 99 new families consisting of 258 total individuals (210 adults and 48 children.  We gave out 6,596 total meals.

[bookmark: _Hlk184905878]Healthy Start 
February needs: 13 baby oil, 1 baby shampoo, 3 Vaseline
The supply of shampoo , lotion, diaper cream, Vaseline and toy/teething rings are low, and we will need those items in March.

ST TIMOTHY’S WEBSITE
 Here is the St. Timothy website address: https://www.sttimlutherancrystalriver.com/

There are links for the weekend’s services on the homepage. Please note that the links will change every week, since this is a YouTube file address; every service has its own link. Watch for an email with the updated links when they are ready. The video links for previous weekends will still be available at the bottom of the webpage, as the links are updated each week. Please contact us if you would like a CD of any of the services to listen to. Be sure to check out our children’s artwork at the bottom of the home page. We hope to add more as they send it to us.

Here is a link to Pastor Joanie's YouTube: 

[image: See the source image]https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC5xrMj8-8_6iyR_KxjFAwRQ/videos

Facebook
See our Facebook page for information about upcoming events and Please feel free to message us with suggestions about content. -	Regina
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St. Timothy Evangelical Lutheran Church | Facebook
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The Card Makers meet the first Wednesday of the month at 11:30, in the Fellowship Hall.
	-Kathy G

Senior Care Resources
Caring.com is a free resource that provides comprehensive information on topics like financial support, and care options to family caregivers seeking information as they care for aging parents by AARP, The Administration for Community Living, The National Legal Resource Center, and Forbes, as well as referenced by many governmental agencies and organizations across the internet.
https://www.caring.com/senior-living/memory-care-facilities/
https://www.caring.com/senior-living/memory-care-facilities/florida
https://www.caring.com/caregivers/alzheimers/
https://www.caring.com/caregivers/dementia/


WE HAVE SEVERAL HANDBOOKS ON DEMENTIA IN THE CHURCH LIBRARY, IF ANYONE WOULD LIKE INFORMATION


[image: See the source image]!!TWO MORE THINGS ABOUT MAILBOXES!!
CHECK THEM - even if you are not ready to return to worship, please come by during the week and check your mailboxes. We continue to try to keep everyone informed and connected, so we put things in the mailboxes – especially for folks that don’t have email addresses. SOOOO – please check your mailboxes.
PUT MAIL IN CORRECT BOXES - Please make sure you only put mail in boxes that have a name under them. If you have something for people who have left and their name has been removed from the mailbox, please use their postal mailing address.
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Joanie Holden is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting.
Topic: Sunday School – Updated 12/19
Time: Dec 22, 2024 10:30 AM Eastern Time (US and Canada)
        Every week on Sun, 9 occurrence(s)
Please download and import the following iCalendar (.ics) files to your calendar system.
Weekly: https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/tZwkcOuoqDwvGNBJ6CtRCaxoO3m1f8CDTP2y/ics?icsToken=98tyKuGgpzwoGtKStRuDRpw-HY_Ca_TwpmZYjY1_tknGFxJwYxv5GbFPY7QnM_zk&meetingMasterEventId=XSkN-93IQB6T_semkyCXrg
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88972067524?pwd=KhldSj8gDqz831IZYoXYlJ4m7eUm0E.1

Meeting ID: 889 7206 7524
Passcode: 731097
[bookmark: _Hlk185509832][bookmark: _Hlk175645505]Joanie Holden is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting.
Topic: Sunday School – Updated 12/19
Time: Dec 22, 2024 10:30 AM Eastern Time (US and Canada)
        Every week on Sun, 9 occurrence(s)
Please download and import the following iCalendar (.ics) files to your calendar system.
Weekly: https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/tZwkcOuoqDwvGNBJ6CtRCaxoO3m1f8CDTP2y/ics?icsToken=98tyKuGgpzwoGtKStRuDRpw-HY_Ca_TwpmZYjY1_tknGFxJwYxv5GbFPY7QnM_zk&meetingMasterEventId=XSkN-93IQB6T_semkyCXrg
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88972067524?pwd=KhldSj8gDqz831IZYoXYlJ4m7eUm0E.1

Meeting ID: 889 7206 7524
Passcode: 731097
Joanie Holden is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting.
Topic: Old Testament
Time: Sep 25, 2024 10:00 AM Eastern Time (US and Canada)
        Every week on Wed, 10 occurrence(s)
Please download and import the following iCalendar (.ics) files to your calendar system.
Weekly: https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/tZYpcumppj8jHdLqKFMB5MwteYJhNwnxBKe4/ics?icsToken=98tyKuGqqj4qG9yRuR6BRpwQBo_4c-vxiClEgqdxjTTDLgIGTxTiM9toOpxoHsDy&meetingMasterEventId=zFvCYg12ScaOboIPYekgdA

Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82450184976?pwd=kzioFoAkjMs2fXuOPN6qeeuSELbzlR.1

Meeting ID: 824 5018 4976
Passcode: 914938
Joanie Holden is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting.
Topic: New Testament
Time: Sep 27, 2024 10:00 AM Eastern Time (US and Canada)
        Every week on Fri, 10 occurrence(s)
Please download and import the following iCalendar (.ics) files to your calendar system.
Weekly: https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/tZIscOyhpjMoE9FkSHh0-dqTISgnUmcpDQcI/ics?icsToken=98tyKuGurzwvE9ydshCCRpwABY_CZ_PxiFxBj_p7lyzNC3AeZhLCH9FFPIdyE8j0&meetingMasterEventId=OP5T9PDrR5ucHEcz3hQFAw

Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86175988295?pwd=IKPS66zqkhyxTrNcrv3XDHNvdCEMhi.1

Meeting ID: 861 7598 8295
Passcode: 116328

Joanie Holden is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting.
Topic: Council Meeting
Time: Feb 16, 2025 10:30 AM Eastern Time (US and Canada)
        Every month on the Third Sun, 10 occurrence(s)
Changed occurrence(s):
        Feb 16, 2025 10:30 AM (updated)
Please download and import the following iCalendar (.ics) files to your calendar system.
Monthly: https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/tZcoceytqDwrHtcFaa2RFsBnuxskrKfcquLU/ics?icsToken=DGtrutueQENcWQSRGwAALAAAALZsMI2GY-F3ewT7F4pbGQ8xlsBEID2R4wcQ0HVpJeJzT7OAzsF6V6TSoHD9L8cIn2paCAQh9zVqXdIowTAwMDAwMQ&meetingMasterEventId=KwE5X2tvQD6KFimvKfD1Bg
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83565567143?pwd=ouBwt9Tu7beHOFMrAKbQ2YrAwNwWNK.1

Meeting ID: 835 6556 7143
Passcode: 958166
____________________________________________________________

[bookmark: _Hlk185930791]Directory Updates
Blum, Bob & Margo  #155
352-423-1077        


HERE AND THERE WITH THE FOLKS OF ST TIMOTHY                                                                            
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Citrus Blessings
        February 5, 2025
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Bob Miller			  2/3
Greg White			2/14
Zell Boggus			2/17
Teresa York			2/21
Linda Zeiler			2/21
Cindy Preston		2/23
Judi Schutrum		2/25



    Birthday Blessings!
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SUNDAY
	
MONDAY
	
TUESDAY
	
WEDNESDAY
	
THURSDAY
	
FRIDAY
	
SATURDAY

	
	

	
	
	

	
	1
NO MOST UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE



4pm Worship

	2
9am Worship,

9am Children’s SS

10:30 Adult SS, Coffee

11-11:30am D-U Comm
	3
PJ OFF


11am – Healthy Start


	4


2:30pm – Book Study
	5
10am– OT BS

11:30 Card Makers





	6
9:30 – Prayer Group

11:00 Miniatures

1:30pm Royal Dalton



4:30 – Choir

	7
10am – NT BS

11am-1pm
PJ Continuing Ed



	8

4pm Worship









	9
9am Worship,

9am Children’s SS

10:30 Adult SS,  Coffee, Committees
 
11-11:30am D-U
Comm

	10

PJ OFF

10am Ruth Circle


	11

9-12 Food Pantry

2:30pm – Book Study
	12
10am – OT BS

1pm Royal Dalton Memory Care







	13
9:30 – Prayer Group

11:00 Miniatures

4:30 – Choir


	14
10am – NT BS

11am-1pm
PJ Continuing Ed





	15

4pm Worship





	16
9am Worship, 

9am Children’s SS

10:30 Adult SS, Coffee, Council

11-11:30am D-U Comm


	17

PJ OFF
	18

12 pm – WELCA Spring Tea

2:30pm – Book Study
	19

10am – OT BS



	20

9:30 – Prayer Group

11:00 Miniatures

1:30 – Royal Dalton

4:30 – Choir

	21
10am NT BS

11am-1pm
PJ Continuing Ed

	22

4pm Worship

	23
9am Worship, 

9am Children’s SS

10:30 Adult SS,

11-11:30am D-U Comm
	24
PJ OFF
	25
9-12 Food Pantry


2:30pm – Book Study

VINEYARD VIEWS DEADLINE

	26
10am – OT BS

	27
9:30 – Prayer Group

11:00 Miniatures

4:30 – Choir

	28
10am NT BS

11am-1pm
PJ Continuing Ed
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Pastor Joan (Joanie) E. Holden                     
1070 N. Suncoast Blvd.                                           
Crystal River, FL 34429				
Phone: 352-795-5325	
Pastor Cell: 850-774-7730
	           
Church email: crsttimothy@tampabay.rr.com                                                                                           Pastor email: pastorsttimothy@tampabay.rr.com       	   
Website: www.sttimlutherancrystalriver.com                              
                                                                        
Parish Deacon:  Frank Hofstetter
Director of Music: Eric Mortensen
Church Secretary: Regina Mendicino
Sexton:  William “Bill” Dexter

2024 Congregational Council                                 
President:  Ron Roecker                       	
Vice-President: Barbara Johnson						
Secretary: Jean Fowler  		                                                                        
Treasurers: Lynn Dively & Cheryl VanHorn				 
Financial Secretary: Randy Holden & Dick Kleinsmith				
Council Members: Carolyn Fialkowski, Andrea Mitchell, Pastor Joanie,  JoAnne Ollenborger, Fola Long, and Marsha Gibson

Weekly Worship
Saturdays 4pm
Sundays 9am
Communion available at both services
Children’s Sunday School - 9am
Adult Sunday School - 10:30am
Drive-Up Communion - 11-11:30am


Saturday and Sunday Services - links ONLINE
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